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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed March 7, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

In re page 6, applicant states the rejection of claim 17 is somewhat unclear 
because claim 17 was rejected for the same reason as claim 12, which was rejected as 
obvious over Daniels taken alone, and claim 17 is also' rejected on the same basis that 
claim 6, which was rejected based on Daniels in view of Goldwasser and argues that 
the rejection of claim 17 is not understood because none of these cited claims have the 
limitations set forth in claim 17. 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. As stated in the last Office 
Action, claim 17 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claims 12 and 6 and 
claim 6 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 4. In the rejection of 
claim 4, the limitation of claim 17 is met by the fast forward function of Goldwasser (see 
col. 9, lines 18-21). 

In re page 7, applicant argues that claim 29 was rejected on the same basis as 
claim 4, but claim 29 clearly includes limitations nowhere included in claim 4. 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. The claimed limitation of claim 
29 "catching up with the ongoing recording of the audio stream" is anticipated by the 
fast forward function of Goldwasser because the fast forward would catch up with the 
ongoing recording of the audio stream. 

Claim Objections 
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2. Claim 1 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: the dependency of 
claim 19 "17" should be changed to -12--. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 12-16, 18-28 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Daniels (US 2002/0048448 A1) in view of Goldwasser et al (US 
5,241,428) as set forth in the last Office Action. 

Regarding claim 12, Daniels discloses a method for recording audio/video signal 
(Figs. 1, 5(a), and 5(b)) comprising: 
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enabling an audio stream to be received (page 5, paragraph #0075) and page 7, 
paragraphs #0095 and #0096); 

enabling the audio stream to be recorded on a random access storage unit (page 
5, paragraph #0076, page 6, paragraph #0078, and page 8, paragraph #0101); and 

enabling a portion of the audio stream to be retrieved form the storage unit while 
continuing to record the audio stream (page 5, paragraph #0076, page 6, paragraph 
#0076, and page 8, paragraph #101). However, Daniels does not specifically discloses 
the claimed an article comprising a medium storing instructions and use one or more 
reads of the audio stream from a storage unit to playback the audio stream at a faster 
rate than the audio stream is being recorded. 

It is noted that the capability of using microprocessor having ROM for controlling 
the recording and reproducing audio/video signal is old and well known in the art; 
therefore, Official Notice is taken. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the well known microprocessor having ROM into Daniels's 
system in order to accurately controlling the system of Daniels or to simplify the process 
of controlling the system of Daniels. 

Goldwasser et al teaches a variable-delay video recorder having the capability of 
"Fast forwarding" so that the playback can catching up with the recording (col. 7, lines 
55-58). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the capability of fast forwarding as taught by Goldwasser et al 
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into Daniels' system in order to reduce the playback time of the audio signal by fast 
forwarding the unwanted audio portion. 

Regarding claim 13, Daniels discloses the claimed radio broadcast (page 7, 
paragraph #0095). 

Regarding claim 14, Goldwasser et al also teaches the selection of the memory 
types similarly is within the skill of the art, and a particular implementation might involve 
two memory types. For example, it might be desirable to buffer a small amount of data, 
e.g., one compression has been performed, and then store it on a conventional "hard 
disk" as employed in personal computers. Use of a buffer memory would similarly 
simplify multiplexing of recording and playback operations to the disk (col. 7, last 
paragraph). 

Regarding claim 15, the claimed retrieve the portion of the audio stream shifted 
by time delay is met by the viewing the time shifted portion of the television program as 
disclosed in page 5, paragraph #0076, page 6, paragraph #0076, and page 8, 
paragraph #101 of Daniels and the claimed wherein after the time delay falls below a 
predetermined threshold, discontinue the retrieving of a portion of the audio stream from 
the storage unit is met by the "Fast forwarding" of Goldwasser et al. 

Regarding claim 16, the claimed to initiate one or more storage operations in the 
audio stream into random access storage units and initiate one or more random access 
reads on the audio stream from the random access storage unit, wherein the one or 
more storage are multiplexed with one or more reads is met by the selection of the 
memory types similarly is within the skill of the art, and a particular implementation 
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might involve two memory types. For example, it might be desirable to buffer a small 
amount of data, e.g., one compression has been performed, and then store it on a 
conventional "hard disk" as employed in personal computers. Use of a buffer memory 
would similarly simplify multiplexing of recording and playback operations to the disk of 
Goldwasser et al (col. 7, last paragraph). 

Regarding claim 18, the claimed to terminate the one or more reads from the 
storage unit after the time delay falls below a predetermined amount of time is met by 
the "Fast forwarding" of Goldwasser et al. 

Regarding claim 19, the claimed to access the audio stream by one Or more 
reads offset by a time delay from the time the audio stream is stored, the time delay 
being variable over time is met by the viewing the time shifted portion of the television 
program as disclosed in page 5, paragraph #0076, page 6, paragraph #0076, and page 
8, paragraph #101 of Daniels. 

Regarding claim 20, the claimed to store the audio information as received, for 
playback in the sequence the information was received and playback any portion of the 
audio information while continuing to store the incoming audio information is met by the 
viewing the time shifted portion of the television program as disclosed in page 5, 
paragraph #0076, page 6, paragraph #0076, and page 8, paragraph #101 of Daniels. 

Regarding claim 21, the claimed to pause the playback of audio information while 
continuing to store the incoming audio information is met by the viewing the time shifted 
portion of the television program as disclosed in page 5, paragraph #0076, page 6, 
paragraph #0076, and page 8, paragraph #101 of Daniels. 
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Regarding claim 22, the claimed to automatically playback a portion of said 
stored audio information having a predetermined duration is also met by the viewing the 
time shifted portion of the television program as disclosed in page 5, paragraph #0076, 
page 6, paragraph #0076, and page 8, paragraph #101 of Daniels. 

Regarding claim 23, Daniels discloses a system (Figs. , 5(a), and 5(b)) 
comprising: 

a processor (first recording means 14 and second recording means 20 of Fig. 1, 
page 5, paragraph #0076); 

a random accessible memory (page 5, paragraph #0076, page 6, paragraph 
#0078, and page 8, paragraph #0101) coupled to said processor; 

an audio receiver (receiving means12 of Fig. 1 , page 5, paragraph #0075) 
coupled to said processor; and 

a storage storing instructions (controlling means 24 of Fig. 1 , pages 5-6, 
paragraph #0077, page 6, paragraph #0078, and page 8, paragraph #0101) that enable 
the processor to record an audio stream onto said memory and to retrieve a portion of 
the audio stream from the memory while continuing to record the audio stream. 
However, Daniels does not specifically discloses the claimed to cause the playback of 
the audio stream to catch up with the ongoing recording of the audio stream. 

Goldwasser et al teaches a variable-delay video recorder having the capability of 
"Fast forwarding" so that the playback can catching up with the recording (col. 7, lines 
55-58). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the capability of fast forwarding as taught by Goldwasser et al 
into Daniels 1 system in order to reduce the playback time of the audio signal by fast 
forwarding the unwanted audio portion. 

Regarding claim 24, the proposed combination of Daniels and Goldwasser et al 
discloses all the claimed limitations except for providing an MP3 player. 

The capability of compressing and decompressing audio signal in MP3 is old and 
well known in the art and; therefore, Official Notice is taken. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the well known compressing/decompressing audio using MP3 
in order to increase the storage capacity of the recording medium. 

Regarding claim 25, Daniels also discloses the claimed wherein said system 
includes a radio receiver (page 7, paragraph #0095). 

Claim 26 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 24 above. 

Claim 27 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 24 above. 

Regarding claim 28, the proposed combination of Daniels and Goldwasser et al 
discloses all the claimed limitations except for providing the claimed a computer system. 

It is noted that the capability of using computer system having microprocessor 
having ROM for controlling the recording and reproducing audio/video signal is old and 
well known in the art; therefore, Official Notice is taken. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the well known microprocessor having ROM into Daniels's 
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system in order to accurately controlling the system of Daniels or to simplify the process 
of controlling the system of Daniels. 

Regarding claim 30, the claimed a multiplexer to multiplex reads and writes to 
said memory is met by the selection of the memory types similarly is within the skill of 
the art, and a particular implementation might involve two memory types. For example, 
it might be desirable to buffer a small amount of data, e.g., one compression has been 
performed, and then store it on a conventional "hard disk" as employed in personal 
computers. Use of a buffer memory would similarly simplify multiplexing of recording 
and playback operations to the disk of Goldwasser et al (col. 7, last paragraph). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-3 and 5-1 1 are allowed. 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL- Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7382. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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